The Safer Communities
and Neighbourhoods Act

Manitoba has a new law to make communities and neighbourhoods safer.

The Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act is the first of its kind in Canada.
It works by holding property owners accountable for threatening or disturbing activities that
regularly take place on their property related to:

Hm Unlawful drug use, dealing, production or cultivation

W Prostitution and related activities
B Unlawful sale of liquor

B Unlawful use or sale of intoxicating substances — non-potable and solvent-based products
B Sexual abuse or exploitation of a child or related activities

W Possession or storage of an unlawful firearm, weapon or explosive

The act refers to activities that are ongoing, not those happening occasionally.

How do you define property?

Under the act, property can include a structure,
business, house, apartment, suite, co-operative
housing unit, mobile home or land on which
there is no building.

How does the process start?

The process starts when one or more residents
of a neighbourhood who fear for their safety or
security file a complaint with Manitoba's director
of law enforcement.

The complaint is kept confidential. The identity
of those who file it cannot be revealed at any time.
The director may launch an investigation. If
there is evidence to support the claim, the director

has several options:
W issue a warning letter to the property owner
B resolve the problem out of court
W apply for a Community Safety Order,
with or without a Closure Order against
the property
W apply for an Emergency Closure Order

Ces renseignements sont également offerts en francais.

If the director decides not to act on the
complaint, the person or persons who made the
complaint can take the matter to court at their
own cost.

Who investigates the complaint?
Public Safety Investigations of Manitoba Justice
will receive and investigate the complaint.

What happens if either a Community Safety
Order or an Emergency Closure Order is granted?
A notice and a copy of the order outlining
conditions are posted on the property. At the
same time, a copy of the order is served on the
owner. It will order the owner to take steps to
stop the problem and also bar tenants from
continuing in specified activities. It may order
some or all people to leave for a specific period
of time if they have been involved in such activities.
The tenancy agreement or lease of any tenant
may also be terminated. The property may also
be closed for up to 90 days.






